
 Title Alternative Read 

9 CP Unbroken:  An Olympian’s Journey from Airman to 
Castaway to Captive (Young Adult Adaptation) – 
Laura Hillenbrand 
OR 
Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 

Maximum Ride – James Patterson 

9 Honors Antigone – Sophocles 
Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 
Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 

Medea – Euripides 
Cry the Beloved Country – Alan Paton 

10 CP Nimona – Noelle Stevenson 
OR 
Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen 

Maximum Ride – James Patterson 

10 
Honors 

Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 
Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor – Thomas 
Foster* 

1984 – George Orwell 

11 CP The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks – 
Emily Lockhart  
OR 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain 

The House of the Scorpion – Nancy Farmer 

11 AP 
Lit. 

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 
A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry 
Macbeth – William Shakespeare 

A Farewell to Arms – Ernest Hemingway 
The Glass Menagerie – Tennessee Williams 
King Lear – William Shakespeare 

12 CP The Adoration of Jenna Fox – Mary E. Pearson 
OR 
The Island of Dr. Moreau – H. G. Wells 

The House of the Scorpion – Nancy Farmer 

12 AP 
Lang. 

Serial – Podcast with Written Assignment 1984 – George Orwell 

 

* - Chapters 16 and 17 of How to Read Literature Like a Professor contain sensitive content but will not be discussed in class.  

Students may safely skip these chapters without fear of penalty. 

 

Young Adult Novel Synopses and Content Warnings 

(Synopses are directly quoted and content information is compiled from www.commonsensemedia.org.  For more 

information about the four novels listed below, please visit the website above which contains reviews from both students and 

parents as well as information about content, quality, and potential discussion topics.) 

Unbroken:  An Olympian’s Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive (Young Adult Adaptation) – 

Laura Hillenbrand * 

Synopsis:  “Parents need to know that Unbroken is the young-adult adaptation of Laura Hillenbrand's acclaimed biography of 

Olympic runner-turned-POW Louis Zamperini, which was made into a 2014 movie. It is incredibly detailed and doesn't 

skimp on the intense violence, torture, and cruelty Zamperini survived during his time as a Japanese prisoner during World 

War II. The YA version is roughly half the length of the original and excludes some of the most traumatic episodes and 

details about Zamerpini's ordeal (and doesn't linger too long on his postwar alcoholicism). Yet it remains detailed enough to 

be too disturbing for elementary school kids. Middle schoolers who are aware of World War II or are studying it in school 

are an ideal readership for this well-edited adaptation. Older high schoolers, of course, could read Hillenbrand's adult 

bestseller.” 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/unbroken


Content:  The book contains intense references to violence (rated a 4/5, with 5 indicating the most mature content by 

Common Sense Media) and minor profanity (rated a 2/5).  Some of the violence has been cut from the YA adaptation. 

 

Nimona – Noelle Stevenson 

Synopsis:  “Shape-shifting Nimona wants nothing more than to be the faithful and adventurous sidekick of supervillain Lord 

Ballister Blackheart. She's full of bold ideas, but most of them involve numerous casualties. Blackheart wants Nimona to be a 

bit less rash and bloodthirsty, and they develop a plan to discredit Blackheart's nemesis, Sir Ambrosius Goldenloin, and the 

Institute of Law Enforcement and Heroics. In doing so, they learn what it means to be a hero and what kind of legacy they 

want to leave behind.” 

Content:  The book contains mild profanity and violence (rated a 3/5 by Common Sense Media), as well as a reference to 

drinking (presumably) alcoholic beverages at a tavern. 

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks – Emily Lockhart 

Synopsis:  “Frankie Landau-Banks starts her sophomore year of high school at an elite boarding school with the benefit of a 

newly curvaceous body that gets her noticed by boys. She starts to wonder, though, if getting attention for her ‘Ladies’ is 

really that much better than being ignored as she was the previous year. Frankie wants boys to admire her devious mind -- 

and when she discovers her hot boyfriend is a member of the school's secret society, the Loyal Order of the Basset Hounds, 

she decides to prove she's not a harmless ‘bunny rabbit’ anymore. Armed with the society's Disreputable History notebook, 

she pulls off some of the school's most notorious pranks. But is leading the gang worth losing her boyfriend?” 

Content:  The book contains mild cursing, a few references to sex, and makes mention of underage alcohol consumption. 

The Adoration of Jenna Fox – Mary E. Pearson 

Synopsis:  “When Jenna Fox wakes up from an 18-month coma, she remembers nothing, and she's in rural California in a 

broken-down house with her mother and grandmother instead of her home in Boston. All she has is every highlight of her 

old life on disc -- her life as the perfect daughter that her parents adored so much that deals were made to make sure they 

wouldn't lose her, even after an accident she wasn't supposed to survive. But once Jenna starts to unravel her parents' 

secrets, can she live with the decision they've made?” 

Content:  The books contains several references to violence, including substantial deaths to disease and natural disasters 

(earning it a 3/5 violence rating) and does contain one reference to underage drinking.  Profanity is mild and scant.   

 

Classic Novels Synopses and Content Warnings 

(Synopses are directly quoted from Novels for Students, Drama for Students, or Shakespeare for Students [publications available 

through the Gale Virtual Reference Library Database] or online student aids like the CliffsNotes website.  Citations follows 

the summaries.  Additional information about content, quality, and potential discussion topics is available all over the web 

for these novels/plays, as they are frequently taught in high schools and colleges across the country.) 

Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 

Synopsis:  “The novel begins with explorer Robert Walton looking for a new passage from Russia to the Pacific Ocean via 
the Arctic Ocean. After weeks as sea, the crew of Walton's ship finds an emaciated man, Victor Frankenstein, floating on an 
ice flow near death. In Walton's series of letters to his sister in England, he retells Victor's tragic story. Growing up in 
Geneva, Switzerland, Victor is a precocious child, quick to learn all new subjects. He is raised with Elizabeth, an orphan 



adopted by his family. Victor delights in the sciences and vows to someday study science. Victor prepares to leave for his 
studies at the University of Ingolstadt, when his mother and Elizabeth become ill with scarlet fever. Caroline dies from the 
disease, and Elizabeth is nursed back to health. At the university, Victor meets his professors M. Krempe and M. Waldman. 
For two years, Victor becomes very involved with his studies, even impressing his teachers and fellow students. He devises a 
plan to re-create and reanimate a dead body. He uses a combination of chemistry, alchemy, and electricity to make his 
ambition a reality. After bringing the creature to life, Victor feels guilty that he has brought a new life into the world with 
no provisions for taking care of the "monster." He runs away in fear and disgust from his creation and his conscience. The 
monster wanders the countryside while Victor seeks solace in a tavern near the university. Henry Clerval appears to save 
Victor and restore him to health. Alphonse writes to Victor telling him to come home immediately since an unknown 
assailant murdered his youngest brother, William, by strangulation. Justine Moritz, their housekeeper, is falsely accused of 
the murder of William, and she goes to the gallows willingly. Victor knows who the killer is but cannot tell his family or the 
police. He journeys out of Geneva to refresh his tortured soul and visits Mount Montanvert when he sees the monster 
coming to confront his maker with a proposition — "make me a mate of my own." Victor refuses, and the monster asks that 
his part of the story be heard. The pair retreats to a small hut on the mountain where the monster tells his story. The 
monster has taught himself to read and understand language so that he can follow the lives of his "adopted" family, the De 
Laceys. While the monster wanders the woods, he comes upon a jacket with a notebook and letters that were lost by Victor. 
From the notes, the monster learns of his creation. He has endured rejection by mankind, but he has not retaliated upon 
mankind in general for his misfortune. Instead, he has decided to take revenge on his creator's family to avenge the injury 
and sorrow he endures from others.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains references to acts of violence. 

Coghill, Jeff. CliffsNotes on Frankenstein. Web.  11 May 2016. 

Antigone – Sophocles 

Synopsis:  “Antigone tells the story of the title character, daughter of Oedipus (the former king of Thebes, who unknowingly 

killed his father and married his mother, and who renounced his kingdom upon discovering his actions), and her fight to 

bury her brother Polyneices against the edict of her uncle, Creon, the new king of Thebes. It is a story that pits the law of 

the gods—‘unwritten law’—against the laws of humankind, family ties against civic duty, and man against woman.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains references to acts of violence. 

"Antigone." Drama for Students. Ed. David M. Galens and Lynn M. Spampinato. Vol. 1. Detroit: Gale, 1998. 1-19. Gale 

Virtual Reference Library. Web. 4 May 2012. 

Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 

Synopsis:  “The story of Chinua Achebe's novel Things Fall Apart takes place in the Nigerian village of Umuofia in the late 

1880s, before missionaries and other outsiders have arrived. The Ibo clan practices common tribal traditions—worship of 

gods, sacrifice, communal living, war, and magic. Leadership is based on a man's personal worth and his contribution to the 

good of the tribe. Okonkwo stands out as a great leader of the Ibo tribe. Tribesmen respect Okonkwo for his many 

achievements.  Even though the tribe reveres Okonkwo, he must be punished for his accidental shooting of a young 

tribesman. The Ibo ban Okonkwo from the clan for seven years. Upon his return to the village, Okonkwo finds a tribe 

divided by the influence of missionaries and English bureaucrats who have interrupted the routine of tradition. Only when 

Okonkwo commits the ultimate sin against the tribe does the tribe come back together to honor custom.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains violence, racism, and some mature content. 

"Things Fall Apart." Novels for Students. Ed. Diane Telgen. Vol. 2. Detroit: Gale, 1997. 262-284. Gale Virtual Reference 

Library. Web. 4 May 2012. 



Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen 

Synopsis:  “When Charles Bingley, a rich single man, moves to the Netherfield estate, the neighborhood residents are 
thrilled, especially Mrs. Bennet, who hopes to marry one of her five daughters to him. When the Bennet daughters meet 
him at a local ball, they are impressed by his outgoing personality and friendly disposition. They are less impressed, 
however, by Bingley's friend Fitzwilliam Darcy, a landowning aristocrat who is too proud to speak to any of the locals and 
whom Elizabeth Bennet overhears refusing to dance with her. Bingley and the oldest Bennet daughter, Jane, soon form an 
attachment. Any serious relationship between the two, however, is opposed by Bingley's sisters (who do not approve of Jane 
as a wife for Bingley because of her mother's lower status) and by Darcy (who believes that Jane is indifferent to Bingley). 
Meanwhile, Darcy finds himself attracted to Elizabeth despite his objections to her family. He is drawn to her spirited wit 
and expressive eyes, and Caroline Bingley's jealous criticisms of Elizabeth can do nothing to lessen Darcy's admiration. As 
Darcy grows more interested in Elizabeth, Elizabeth continues to despise him and is instead attracted to George Wickham, a 
handsome and personable militia officer. Wickham tells Elizabeth that his father worked for Darcy's father and that he and 
Darcy grew up together. Stating that he was favored by Darcy's father, Wickham claims that Darcy disobeyed his father's 
bequest of a clergyman's revenue to Wickham out of selfish resentment. Wickham's tale makes Darcy appear not only proud 
but cruel, and Elizabeth accepts Wickham's account without question, disliking Darcy even more because of it. In the midst 
of Jane and Elizabeth's developing relationships, the Bennet family is visited by Mr. Bennet's cousin, William Collins, a 
clergyman who will inherit Mr. Bennet's estate when he dies because of a legal stricture known as an entail. Full of apologies 
for the entail and praises for his patroness, Lady Catherine De Bourgh, Mr. Collins informs the Mrs. Bennet that Lady 
Catherine has instructed him to marry and that he plans to choose a wife from the Bennet daughters. He settles on Elizabeth, 
but is stunned and offended when she refuses him. He quickly turns his attention to Elizabeth's friend, Charlotte Lucas, who 
wants to marry for security rather than love, and the two are soon engaged and married. At the same time, Jane is dismayed 
to find out that Bingley and the entire Netherfield party have unexpectedly left for London. Caroline Bingley writes to Jane 
that they do not intend to return, and she predicts a match between Bingley and Darcy's sister, Georgiana, who is also in 
London. Although Jane quietly resigns herself to a life without Bingley, Elizabeth is angry for her sister and suspects that 
Bingley's sisters and Darcy are trying to keep him from Jane. Elizabeth visits Charlotte at her new home in Hunsford, Kent, 
and meets Mr. Collins' patroness and Darcy's aunt, Lady Catherine De Bourgh, an overbearing woman who thrives on 
meddling in other people's lives. Soon after Elizabeth's arrival in Kent, Darcy visits his aunt with his cousin, Colonel 
Fitzwilliam. Darcy puzzles Elizabeth with his behavior; he seems to seek out her company, but he never says much. One 
day, he surprises Elizabeth by proposing to her. Still repelled by his pride and believing Darcy is responsible for Bingley's 
separation from Jane and for Wickham's misfortune, Elizabeth refuses him. The next day, Darcy gives her a letter explaining 
his role in influencing Bingley away from Jane and details the facts of Wickham's situation. A careful examination of the facts 
reveals that Darcy, while proud, is innocent of wrongdoing, leaving Elizabeth mortified at her discovery of how her own 
pride prejudiced her against Darcy. After returning home for a month, Elizabeth goes on a trip with her aunt and uncle 
Gardiner to Derbyshire county, where they visit Darcy's estate of Pemberley. There they meet Darcy unexpectedly and are 
all surprised at how graciously he treats them. He calls on Elizabeth at her inn, introduces her to his sister, and invites her to 
Pemberley for dinner. Darcy is still in love with Elizabeth, and Elizabeth begins to have similar feelings for him. In the midst 
of this promising situation, Elizabeth receives two letters from Jane telling her that Lydia has eloped with Wickham, causing 
Elizabeth and the Gardiners to leave for home immediately. Elizabeth fears that Lydia and the Bennet family are permanently 
disgraced and that her newly-discovered love for Darcy is hopeless. When Lydia is found, however, she and Wickham 
marry. After the wedding, Elizabeth discovers that Darcy was instrumental in orchestrating the marriage, thereby saving the 
reputation and marriageability of the other Bennet daughters. Bingley returns to Netherfield and soon asks Jane to marry 
him. Jane, of course, accepts, and Mrs. Bennet's exultation is only lessened by her irritation at Darcy's occasional presence. 
Meanwhile, Elizabeth's happiness for her sister is interrupted by a visit from Lady Catherine De Bourgh, who has heard a 
rumor that Darcy and Elizabeth are engaged, which they are not. She lectures Elizabeth on the imprudence of such a match, 
and then demands that Elizabeth promise not to accept any proposal from Darcy. Elizabeth refuses, causing Lady Catherine 
to tell Darcy about Elizabeth's impertinence and to scold him about the folly of an engagement between them. Lady 
Catherine's description of Elizabeth's response to her demands gives Darcy hope that Elizabeth has had a change of heart. He 
proposes again and Elizabeth happily accepts.” 

Content Warning:  This novel references alcohol. 



Kalil, Marie. CliffsNotes on Pride and Prejudice. Web.  11 May 2016. 

Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 

Synopsis:  “[Brave New World] is set in a London six hundred years in the future. People all around the world are part of a 

totalitarian state, free from war, hatred, poverty, disease, and pain. They enjoy leisure time, material wealth, and physical 

pleasures. However, in order to maintain such a smoothly running society, the ten people in charge of the world, the 

Controllers, eliminate most forms of freedom and twist around many traditionally held human values. Standardization and 

progress are valued above all else. These Controllers create human beings in factories, using technology to make ninety-six 

people from the same fertilized egg and to condition them for their future lives. Children are raised together and subjected 

to mind control through sleep teaching to further condition them. As adults, people are content to fulfill their destinies as 

part of five social classes, from the intelligent Alphas, who run the factories, to the mentally challenged Epsilons, who do the 

most menial jobs. All spend their free time indulging in harmless and mindless entertainment and sports activities. When the 

Savage, a man from the uncontrolled area of the world (an Indian reservation in New Mexico) comes to London, he 

questions the society and ultimately has to choose between conformity and death.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains profanity and sexual references. 

"Brave New World." Novels for Students. Ed. Marie Rose Napierkowski and Deborah A. Stanley. Vol. 6. Detroit: Gale, 

1999. 52-73. Gale Virtual Reference Library. Web. 4 May 2012. 

How to Read Literature Like a Professor – Thomas Foster 

Synopsis:  “What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey?. Shares a meal? Gets drenched in a sudden rain shower? 
Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily visible on the surface—a symbol, maybe, that 
remains elusive, or an unexpected twist on a character—and there's that sneaking suspicion that the deeper meaning of a 
literary text keeps escaping you. 

In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and gratifying it is to unlock those 
hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a quest; a shared meal may signify a communion; and rain, 
whether cleansing or destructive, is never just rain. Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and 
form, How to Read Literature Like a Professor is the perfect companion for making your reading experience more enriching, 
satisfying, and fun.” 

Synopsis from Amazon.com 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain 

Synopsis:  “Consisting of 43 chapters, the novel begins with Huck Finn introducing himself as someone readers might have 
heard of in the past. Readers learn that the practical Huck has become rich from his last adventure with Tom and that the 
Widow Douglas and her sister, Miss Watson, have taken Huck into their home in order to try and teach him religion and 
proper manners. Instead of obeying his guardians, however, Huck sneaks out of the house at night to join Tom Sawyer's 
gang and pretend that they are robbers and pirates. One day Huck discovers that his father, Pap Finn, has returned to town. 
Because Pap has a history of violence and drunkenness, Huck is worried about Pap's intentions, especially toward his 
invested money. When Pap confronts Huck and warns him to quit school and stop trying to better himself, Huck continues 
to attend school just to spite Pap. Huck's fears are soon realized when Pap kidnaps him and takes him across the Mississippi 
River to a small cabin on the Illinois shore. Although Huck becomes somewhat comfortable with his life free from religion 
and school, Pap's beatings become too severe, and Huck fakes his own murder and escapes down the Mississippi. Huck lands 
a few miles down at Jackson's Island, and there he stumbles across Miss Watson's slave, Jim, who has run away for fear he 
will be sold down the river. Huck and Jim soon learn that men are coming to search Jackson's Island, and the two fugitives 



escape down the river on a raft. Jim's plan is to reach the Illinois town of Cairo, and from there, he can take the Ohio River 
up to the free states. The plan troubles Huck and his conscience. However, Huck continues to stay with Jim as they travel, 
despite his belief that he is breaking all of society and religion's tenets. Huck's struggle with the concept of slavery and Jim's 
freedom continues throughout the novel. Huck and Jim encounter several characters during their flight, including a band of 
robbers aboard a wrecked steamboat and two Southern "genteel" families who are involved in a bloody feud. The only time 
that Huck and Jim feel that they are truly free is when they are aboard the raft. This freedom and tranquility are shattered by 
the arrival of the duke and the king, who commandeer the raft and force Huck and Jim to stop at various river towns in 
order to perform confidence scams on the inhabitants. The scams are harmless until the duke and the king pose as English 
brothers and plot to steal a family's entire inheritance. Before the duke and the king can complete their plan, the real 
brothers arrive. In the subsequent confusion, Huck and Jim escape and are soon joined by the duke and the king. 
Disappointed at their lack of income, the duke and the king betray Huck and Jim, and sell Jim back into slavery. When Huck 
goes to find Jim, he discovers that Jim is being held captive on Silas and Sally Phelps' farm. The Phelps think Huck is their 
visiting nephew, Tom Sawyer, and Huck easily falls into the role of Tom. Tom Sawyer soon arrives and, after Huck explains 
Jim's captivity, Tom takes on the guise of his own brother, Sid. After dismissing Huck's practical method of escape, Tom 
suggests they concoct an elaborate plan to free Jim. Tom's plan is haphazardly based on several of the prison and adventure 
novels he has read, and the simple act of freeing Jim becomes a complicated farce with rope ladders, snakes, and mysterious 
messages. When the escape finally takes place, a pursuing farmer shoots Tom in the calf. Because Jim will not leave the 
injured Tom, Jim is again recaptured and taken back to the Phelps farm. At the farm, Tom reveals the entire scheme to Aunt 
Sally and Uncle Silas. Readers learn that Miss Watson has passed away and freed Jim in her will, and Tom has been aware of 
Jim's freedom the entire time. At the end of the novel, Jim is finally set free and Huck ponders his next adventure away 
from civilization.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains profanity, references to smoking and drinking, and frequent racial slurs. 

Bruce, Robert. CliffsNotes on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Web.  10 May 2016. 

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Synopsis:  “In nine chapters, Fitzgerald presents the rise and fall of Jay Gatsby, as related in a first-person narrative by Nick 

Carraway. Carraway reveals the story of a farmer's son-tumed racketeer, named Jay Gatz. His ill-gotten wealth is acquired 

solely to gain acceptance into the sophisticated, moneyed world of the woman he loves, Daisy Fay Buchanan. His romantic 

illusions about the power of money to buy respectability and the love of Daisy—the ‘golden girl’ of his dreams—are 

skillfully and ironically interwoven with episodes that depict what Fitzgerald viewed as the callousness and moral 

irresponsibility of the affluent American society of the 1920s. America at this time experienced a cultural and lifestyle 

revolution. In the economic arena, the stock market boomed, the rich spent money on fabulous parties and expensive 

acquisitions, the automobile became a symbol of glamour and wealth, and profits were made, both legally and illegally. The 

whirlwind pace of this post-World War I era is captured in Fitzgerald's Gatsby, whose tragic quest and violent death foretell 

the collapse of that era and the onset of disillusionment with the American dream. By the end of the novel, the reader slowly 

realizes that Carraway is transformed as he recognizes Gatsby's moral superiority to the Buchanans. In fact, the triumph of 

Gatsby's legacy is reached by Nick Carraway's ruminations at the end of the book about Gatsby's valiant, however futile, 

attempts to regain his past love.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains profanity, sexual references, and a racial slur. 

"The Great Gatsby." Novels for Students. Ed. Diane Telgen. Vol. 2. Detroit: Gale, 1997. 64-86. Gale Virtual Reference Library. 

Web. 4 May 2012. 

A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry 



Synopsis:  “This play tells the story of a lower-class black family's struggle to gain middle-class acceptance. When the play 

opens, Mama, the sixty-year-old mother of the family, is waiting for a $10,000 insurance check from the death of her 

husband, and the drama will focus primarily on how the $10,000 should be spent.  The son, Walter Lee Younger, is so 

desperate to be a better provider for his growing family that he wants to invest the entire sum in a liquor store with two of 

his friends. The mother objects mainly for ethical reasons; she is vehemently opposed to the idea of selling liquor. Minor 

conflicts erupt over their disagreements.  When Mama decides to use part of the money as a down payment on a house in a 

white neighborhood, her conflict with Walter escalates and causes her deep anguish. In an attempt to make things right 

between herself and her son, Mama entrusts Walter Lee with the rest of the money. He immediately invests it secretly in his 

liquor store scheme, believing that he will perhaps quadruple his initial investment.  One of Walter Lee's prospective 

business partners, however, runs off with the money, a loss which tests the spiritual and psychological mettle of each family 

member. After much wavering and vacillating, the Youngers decide to continue with their plans to move — in spite of their 

financial reversals and in spite of their having been warned by a weak representative of the white neighborhood that blacks 

are not welcome.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains prejudicial slurs and profanity. 

James, Rosetta. CliffsNotes on A Raisin in the Sun. 2000-2012.  Web.  4 May 2012. 

Macbeth – William Shakespeare 

Synopsis:  “Macbeth and Banquo, generals in the service of King Duncan of Scotland, are returning victorious from battle 
when they are hailed by three witches who predict that Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor and then King of Scotland, 
whereas Banquo's descendants will be kings.  The first part of the prophesy is soon fulfilled when Duncan rewards Macbeth's 
loyal service. Encouraged by this, and playing on her husband's ambition, Lady Macbeth persuades him to murder Duncan 
while he is a guest at their castle. Malcolm and Donalbain, Duncan's sons, flee to England for safety. Macbeth, now king, has 
Banquo murdered in an attempt to secure his own position, but Banquo's ghost appears to him at a banquet.  Macbeth visits 
the witches again. They warn him to beware of Macduff, a noble who has also fled to England, but assure him that he cannot 
be harmed by any man born of woman. Macbeth orders the murder of Macduff's wife and children.  In England, Malcolm 
tests Macduff's loyalty and they then raise an army to march against Macbeth. However Macbeth, armed with the witches' 
prophecy, believes that he is invincible.  As his enemies draw nearer, Macbeth learns that his wife has killed herself. He faces 
Macduff in combat but when he learns Macduff was born by Caesarian section, he realises that he must face death. With 
Macbeth dead, Malcolm is crowned King of Scotland.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains violence. 

“Full Synopsis:  Macbeth.”  Royal Shakespeare Company.  2015.  Web.  13 May 2015. 

The Island of Dr. Moreau – H.G. Wells 

Synopsis:  “H.G. Wells's science fiction classic, The Island of Doctor Moreau, asks the reader to consider the limits of natural 

science and the distinction between men and beasts. A strange mix of science fiction, romance, and philosophical 

meandering, it is one of the standards of early science fiction. It begins with the protagonist, an upper class gentleman 

named Prendick, finding himself shipwrecked in the ocean. A passing ship takes him aboard, and a doctor named 

Montgomery revives him. He explains to Prendick that they are bound for an unnamed island where he works, and that the 

animals aboard the ship are traveling with him. Prendick also meets a grotesque, bestial native named M'ling who appears to 

be Montgomery's manservant. When they arrive on the island, however, both the captain of the ship and Doctor Moreau 

refuse to take Prendick. The crew pushes him back into the lifeboat from which they rescued him, but seeing that the ship 

really intends to abandom him, the islanders take pity and end up coming back for him. Montgomery introduces him to 



Doctor Moreau, a cold and precise man who conducts research on the island. After unloading the animals from the boat, 

they decide to house Prendick in an outer room of the enclosure in which they live. Prendick is exceedingly curious about 

what exactly Moreau researches on the island, especially after he locks the inner part of the enclosure without explaining 

why. Prendick suddenly remembers that he has heard of Moreau, and that he had been an eminent physiologist in London 

before a journalist exposed his gruesome experiments in vivisection. The next day, Moreau begins working on a puma, and 

its anguished cries drive Prendick out into the jungle. As he wanders, he comes upon a group of people who seem human 

but have an unmistakable resemblance to hogs. As he walks back to the enclosure, he suddenly realizes he is being followed. 

He panics and flees, and in a desperate attempt of defense he manages to stun his attacker, a monstrous hybrid of animal and 

man. When he returns to the enclosure and questions Montgomery, Montgomery refuses to be open with him. After failing 

to get an explanation, Prendick finally gives in and takes a sleeping draft. Prendick awakes the next morning with the 

previous night's activities fresh in his mind. Seeing that the inner door has been left unlocked, he walks in to find a humanoid 

form lying in bandages on the table. He believes that Moreau has been vivisecting humans and that he is the next test subject. 

He flees into the jungle, where he meets an Ape Man who takes him to a colony of similarly half-human/half-animal 

creatures. The leader, a large gray thing named the Sayer of the Law, has him recite a strange litany called the Law that 

involves prohibitions against bestial behavior and praise for Moreau. Suddenly, Moreau bursts into the colony, and Prendick 

escapes out the back into the jungle. He makes for the ocean, where he plans to drown himself rather than allow Moreau to 

experiment on him. Moreau and Montgomery confront him, however, and Moreau explains that the creatures, the Beast 

Folk, are animals he has vivisected to resemble humans. Prendick goes back to the enclosure, where Moreau explains to him 

that he has been on the island for eleven years now, striving to make a complete transformation from animal to human. 

Apparently, his only reason for the pain he inflicts is scientific curiosity. Prendick accepts the explanation as it is and begins 

life on the island. One day, as he and Montgomery are walking around the island, they come across a half-eaten rabbit. 

Eating flesh and tasting blood is one of the strongest prohibitions in the Law, so Montgomery and Moreau become very 

worried. Moreau calls an assembly of the Beast Men. He identifies the Leopard Man (the same one that chased Prendick the 

first time he wandered into the jungle) as the transgressor. The Leopard Man flees, but when the group corners him in some 

undergrowth, Prendick takes pity and shoots him, sparing him a return to Moreau's operating table. Moreau is furious but 

can do nothing about the situation. As time passes, Prendick begins to deaden himself to the grotesqueness of the Beast Folk. 

One day, however, he is shaken out of this stagnation when the puma rips free of its restraints and escapes from the lab. 

Moreau pursues it, but the two end up killing each other. Montgomery falls apart, and having gotten himself quite drunk, 

decides to share his alcohol with the Beast Men. Prendick tries to stop him, but Montgomery threatens violence and leaves 

the enclosure alone with bottle in hand. Later in the night, Prendick hears a commotion outside; he rushes out, and sees that 

Montgomery appears to have been involved in some scuffle with the Beast Folk. He dies in front of Prendick, who is now 

the last remaining human on the island. He does not attempt to claim Moreau's vacant throne on the island, but he instead 

settles for living with the Beast Folk as he attempts to build and provision a raft with which he intends to leave the island. 

Luckily for him, eventually a ship inhabited by two corpses drifts onto the beach. Prendick dumps the bodies, gets supplies, 

and leaves the next morning. He is picked up by a ship only three days later, but when he tells his story the crew thinks he is 

mad. To prevent himself from being declared insane, he pretends to have no memory of the year he spent between the first 

shipwreck and his final rescue. When he gets back to England, however, he finds that he is rigidly uncomfortable around 

other humans, because he has an irrational suspicion that they are all Beast Folk in danger of sudden and violent reversion to 

animalism. He contents himself with solitude and the study of chemistry and astronomy, finding peace above in the heavenly 

bodies.” 

Content Warning:  This novel contains violence and mild profanity. 

Overvold, Jon-Mark.  Kissel, Adam ed.  “The Island of Dr. Moreau Summary.”  GradeSaver.  8 July 2006.  Web.  11 May 

2016. 
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The information below is directly quoted from the Serial website:  http://www.serialpodcast.org 

About 

“Serial is a podcast from the creators of This American Life, and is hosted by Sarah Koenig. Serial tells one story - a true story - 

over the course of an entire season. Each season, we'll follow a plot and characters wherever they take us. And we won’t 

know what happens at the end until we get there, not long before you get there with us. Each week we bring you the next 

chapter in the story, so it's important to listen to the episodes in order, starting with Episode 1.  

You can subscribe to the Serial podcast for free on iTunes and other audio platforms, and you can also listen here on this site. 

*** 

Serial, like This American Life, is a production of WBEZ Chicago, which also produces these podcasts.” 

Season One 

“On January 13, 1999, a girl named Hae Min Lee, a senior at Woodlawn High School in Baltimore County, Maryland, 

disappeared. A month later, her body turned up in a city park. She'd been strangled. Her 17-year-old ex-boyfriend, Adnan 

Syed, was arrested for the crime, and within a year, he was convicted and sentenced to spend the rest of his life in prison. 

The case against him was largely based on the story of one witness, Adnan’s friend Jay, who testified that he helped Adnan 

bury Hae's body. But Adnan has always maintained he had nothing to do with Hae’s death. Some people believe he’s telling 

the truth. Many others don’t. 

Sarah Koenig, who hosts Serial, first learned about this case more than a year ago. In the months since, she's been sorting 

through box after box (after box) of legal documents and investigators' notes, listening to trial testimony and police 

interrogations, and talking to everyone she can find who remembers what happened between Adnan Syed and Hae Min Lee 

fifteen years ago. What she realized is that the trial covered up a far more complicated story, which neither the jury nor the 

public got to hear. The high school scene, the shifting statements to police, the prejudices, the sketchy alibis, the scant 

forensic evidence - all of it leads back to the most basic questions: How can you know a person’s character? How can you tell 

what they’re capable of? In Season One of Serial, she looks for answers.” 

Content Warning:  This podcast does contain some strong language, and also references drug use by some of the people 

spotlighted in the story. 

http://www.thisamericanlife.org/

